State, Government, Politics

That Frederick the Great preferred to ignore the Germans
naturally annoyed them, and they did their utmost to im-
press him with their importance.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,  1827-1830

In Germany political truths are not passed from hand to
hand like current coin, so that they become soiled and worn ;
no, they lie peacefully and tidily in the cupboard, unused, and
even untouched. A wonderful country, in which men are born
old and die young ! With the wisdom of our grandfathers we
come into the world, and we leave behind us, without in-
creasing it, the wisdom of our grandfathers.

LTJDWIG BORNE,   1828

Charles XII was imprudent enough to ride into Dresden in
order to visit his enemy the Elector. On the following day
he heard that an extraordinary council was convened in
Dresden. "Note well," he said, "they are deliberating as to
what they ought to have done yesterday." Is not this national
trait of the Germans still perceptible a hundred years later?

KARL JULIUS WEBER,   1832-1840

If I had nothing to do with what has been happening, and
if I have nothing to do with what will perhaps happen, this
is because I do not share the delusion of those who regard the
Germans as a people prepared to fight for its rights.

GEORG BUCHNER,   1833

How is a poor German political prisoner treated in jail?
With humanity? Or is he tortured? Who can tell? If he is at
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